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The Exploits' of Elaine
A Detective Novel tmd a Motion Picture Drama

By ARTHUR B. REEVE ,

Prrtad fa CbecmfUni
1

SYNOPSIS. ;

Thi ICWTork potlrt ara mystified by s
series of murder and other crimes. - The
principal c!u to the criminal is the warn-i- n

letter which ta sent the victims, signed
wiib a --clutching hand." .The la tet vic-
tim of the mysterious assassin la Taylor
wire. wa insurance - president, hisdauhtwvElaJne, emptor 'Cra'a Ken-
nedy, "the famous fcieotlfte detective, totry tp "UPrsYfl the . mystery. Vfbt Keo- -
maj aecompusnea u - told by Ms cnend.Js meson, a newspaper man. 'After many

"fruttlr-- s attempts to put "" Klalne and
Cr&l Ke nnedy out of the way the Clutch-I- n

llund Is st last found to be none ether
than ferry Bennett. Elaine'a lawyer and
the man she la engaged to piarrr. Ben-
nett flees to the den of one. offals Chi-
nese Criminals - The Chinaman forces from
Bennett. Iba secret of the whereabouts of
$7,p03,ooe. Then he gives the lawyer po-
tion whlcn will ' suspend animation formonths;' .Kennedy reaches Bennetfa side
Just after he haa lost consciousness. .

-.,

'
f.- -r

E?jTYTHmP EPIQDeII

sVTKE TELLTALE HEARTf
- Elaine had dropped" in one afternoon
t3 '"tee Kennedr at" the " latcrstcryl
Craig was' wcrk&g; over a straight
tp.ci.ed chalr wtlch stood close to the
Wall. On. the arms were short strap,
apparently to fasten down, the arms
cf the titter. '... :'

'As they chitted,' Elaine watched
Craig curiously, examining the chair
and especially the left ana, on which
was placed a metal disk in such .'a
way that the wrist of anyone sitting
in the chair could be strapped in con
tact with it Finally Kennedy at-
tached a' pair of electric wires from
t : ieath the chair arm, ; connecting
with the disk, and running down one
cf the less, thence through & -- crack
la the floor to the tack rcoa cf the

"Wt:Tt is it?" asked Elaine. "It
(locks like a death .lzZ.mhV-"t- .

I "Ccarcely as had is ttit," I:r -- 1
t Kennedy, taking x? a5 izrr -- -

if:ced dial which 1:1 a t' !j : i
, evidently Intended Ij ..zz --, t:. I
I by tone force thrc -- h iLa f:::: :l l
Irrnle ca its face. Us la tLa r:

a icientls 'iLIrd c : . .

!La explained,. iadicntlr ; t:ti. C cl;:.
isni the dial "It re: is a pica's
ithcushts and feel!- - threvra Ce
! pressure cf the tic'-1.-"

"'i.

I was ca my way :-
- tv ? C'.'T c'-- t

f:e4 when I ksppc: y f f. . : 3

!la the crowd that t
i cf a Chlcamc-- , : :. h I

zzzll net Just ! ' I 1 --x tb-- .t

1 had teea hlra sc: : .re. I
:-- ::ei t: play iet '

; :Cct raany nlnut: 1 -- a !a
; '. at secret' den la ".'--

'. lis t
: v.'a concocted his l.

jthy had teea at wcl: t
! Vi'Ith 6ubtle satlcf-- :

- ! : , a-- ...- - -

:Ia tis hand,''WhLL :3 ci:.".
-- !3ved a rtll r'.ars tube,
; crhaps three-c-uartcr- 3 cf ta lch ia

!
' - :

; cter.' ?

la the fate was' a nuia lt. tl-- :
-- :',t priceless parti-.- : 3 cf Hit t'.:: i

'foment,' radium. ,T & . -
, ::-ard-

ed it, then H i u? c tar.I-- '
: crchief that lay tc:r3 L'-r-- A!::::?
' '.stitch tt.j frc a3 had ripped a cr

jtbe'tean in the hen'. lis cl.'.-p-cl tb?
jKlile radium tube l- -i lb3 cf
the handkerchief, ' ' - v?---

j "Here.", he eaid gruf5y to a serrant,
i "Take this letter and the ether thing
j to Ines. Ton know the address.

On nctDwn he went until he came
Jto:" a rather ordinary looking apart--

tnem nouse. .. ie weui in. ituuu
icoTerlng that I was following: '. .. f-!

I glanced about ' No one was watch-la- g

ine.?.Then,"'tq;'t'r' that;?
; would recognize the bouse, I.noted it
by marking a small cross with a pen- -

cil on the stonework of the steps.
! did not know'ktne tlme but !
found out later that upstairs the. mes-- 1

1 ctger rapped at a: dooy wh.lcl fi
i answered "by a maid, a mulatto with a
marked gypsy cast it featu'res.":f , ?

' The maid opened the door into the
i hallway and admitted the mesaengej.
Ines took the note and the lead case,
waring to the mald y to leatV Tier.

! Then she tore open the note'andTMd:
5

N "Have , her bind th laclosed over

Iher eyes.- If Iff p'tee three rntnutea,
blfndntss vrill result la a few ity
J Xeilvtha master; I shall hare It

(done as he directs," she said to the
--nl-.. mm Wa frrt1rtW1 Tnlm:tO the

door.
i r Ines turned and wentffritp the. back

1 (room, her bondoir.-'whe- re tie maid
I was waiting. ; She; brought . put trom
1 a tloset a rather gapdy., yellow dress,
J a tambourines- - a "headdress and som
! other materials. ; V
i "Now; I want you to put this on,"
Uhe instructed --the maid. "Here in
this box X hafe a handkerchief which

t Want :you to use: Tie It ; oyer her
eyes and "keep It therethree min-trte- a

at least; longer If Ton can."
1 7-- X l looked at the house, outside it
t. nMnrrd' tft ' tfl to let
I IJraig.- DOW vast
I' gougnt tne nearest" eie4vuw

land called the laboratory. Elaine
thai just gone when I called up, and

IVtold my story or. nanng seen ana
trailed the messenger and marked the
house, rr
-- As I turned away at my end of the

line Kennedy hastened to join me. I
Li. h- - anartmenL bent OA

1 carrying ..tm.t.Cralg'a., firdera.) To my

.tk. PIf rf
Us vssnpser

AS

surprise, when I rang the ben, the door
was opened oy a coiorea maia. i na
not expected to get In at alL' bnf this
seemed easy;." ; ?v f '
. The maid brought me a chair, and I
took 1 1L ' I did not notice, howerer.
that she was careful to place it in a
particular spot with the back'' to the
wait -

I laid my hat and glores on 'the
tiblerrAl'T'dror s6roh glpte "6?st
hare dropped on the Coor tn an Incon--

ipicnons place by the leg of the5 table,
I sat down whUe the maid le,tt me

lor a moment to call her mistress. In
my bestvdetctiTo manner I .' gazed
about th9 room, endearoring to ex
tract some clua. " I : wat about to ex
amine the room more closely' when t
heard someone coming and restrained
my Interest "In the snrroundlfigs. Inez
entered; and X rosV V

'"Woa't '. yoti aitovhrhe'iaked.
with ? exarxerated politeness. - For
what' am I indebted to ywi for.thla

call the last time we met", - v. '
- Inez stood by the teble, listening

to me, I thought a bit mockingly. As
I spoke her hand mored to the edge
of the table. Suddenly, before I knew
It. the room swam before my, eyes and
all

'

was blackness. ffi-;
Ineg had moTed her hand brer and

tad 'pressed a secret kcobT-'i- i bar'in
tie wall just- - beside my" head had
epmr- - cr:t, r?r!b!r a trrri's-t-
and knocking me "out. "

.

:
' ) '

The maid, who had run la: and Inez
lifted me up," unccnsclcras, and ; car
ned me into the cacx room. - - ; .

U 'wis tcarcely 'Uto ralnutes fafteV
that Kennedy came to the Entrance to
tbs aprtH?r:t Thfrd' he rcted'the
t-a- rk whic'a lill'r.'.: lUttl U

l.cl-ed"t37r-
o:" in '? : b e a ' t a ; L a r d va

tcli3.;:lt w: s Cizzf, arrayed ia all her
i ' - ry , z c Ir 7 cu t I Lh "a p irtlj.word
cf ir.tructlca frcza "Ia:t. Ila drew
t-;-

k' lata tbe trsla'cf tie Xsti;'
,'I was st'li - and Inez
r:3 't'inilzs'6(.T r.:e sbs heard
tb3 l:-b!-

cf- thetelt5
Cr. ' t crtc:::d:-ajlytooi- .' Very

chair" i.i whlcli l tal.tfta 1li.'ag"and'
sat ' down ncacLalant! y.
V.rzs, tba ta3'clvca ailttla'rasp.
'As Cra'j witcb':j keenly tot'--

,1.3 rj3 tb!3 to clEcorer that,
rr. r. ih L:r ca'.i shevaa

i. :3 rad eacit:!;'-- '-'

'"..::r, i: -- ia:;J .ItanedyVlthan
e- -' 1 t zila. '"Tea Cila't 'expect
t j i i r-- 9 r - .laca tcca, d!J

I z : . :: i t9 t9 CTcrccaae for the
r:-.:t- . CLa rcce tal-ucve- i byef
t3 tbe'tab!..' f v't;,.

l",V:t a :r.':aut;,H-Inkrrapt'e- d! Ken
tc-:r- MCcr:e tack aa3 t.t cown. I
L--

ve s:i:tiL:ag to tay'ta yci." I
Iervcajly her hand gripped the

tab 2 tal raoTed -- aloas toward the

' Ilcr.aedy notice It tut te ta'3 nbt
t.crci h!3 cbi'.r frcai tba Tc-Iti- ca 'in
Ybic'a It" had teea' placed 'forfce"t
tl -- 1 r.:ca.eat, 'tbcush,' hli" 'eya fell on

f 'crcvbfch I tad iaa jTerteatly
crcr; :u ca tba Cccr. Ila reached doh
tal i zbcl it up. fAs he ili so tbe
t-- c U'tb y a!! r?w' tuf,T::t cV';:
his head' as he tent oyer;" ;

Seeing that her scheme had failed,
Inez made a dash for the doorvv Ken-
nedy sprang to his feet and seized her.
,: ,; .. .... i

; ElalneV on her return from the lab-

oratory, had gone to the conserratory
of th,a;Dpd5e hogsev: s;nd there was
busying " herself pruning ' the rose

, .Once she happened to glance up at
the end nearest the s,tree f elfcofcl
see a strolling gypsy "going by, and
the1 gypsy.pp'arentlya.fplc h?c
through the open window.- 1 ;

"v'poffe
th gypsy coming up to the fence.
Wouldn't , ypnllkiBf q jjaf 41neVreai

yourforturie?"'
'XlafaY VasJoVeM

the gypsy orer, and the picturesQue-iii-i
,'oi the1 woman appealed tp her.

laughingly,-sh- e consented, aid .the
gypsy, enteTedi;''Oifi ;. '?.'
f The . gypsy took !Elalne's hand rand

lookeoT, ai ;'ft tefiffl&;re in
danger from a powerful Oriental crim-inaL- "

announced the gypsy at last.
, jnsln wgs,'tq tax theMeast, im

ptessecL-!V.'- i' - .::

He Is a rery-dangerou-
s man, went

on the gypiy. ' ." V ' i

f,Ana thUis not
ed. f "In darkness I could make you.
see the rision 6f your persecutor and

' : ' ''-Ms den."
She nodded knowingly at Elaine, and

at the same time frpm h. fpld of hex
(tress drew out the lead case, managed
to open it and took out the handker-
chief. AboYe the table she twisted It
into a flat band. v

--."Let me show you," she faid, hand
(bTHiner ie

' J rthat'oter yeur ees."
Elaine was sitting with her own

handkerchief in her hand, but she
turned quickly. When she faced the
gypsy again she had a bandage flat'
over her eyes. t?

"Now, mistress, try let yourself
go," urged the gypsy. "L:t me guide
your mind. I will show you."
- Elaina did try to put herself in the
frame of ..mind the gypay-- . wanted.
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"Do you see anythiugT" she asked.
"Not yet," returned Elaine.
"Try let yourself goforget thia

room, forget time," urged the gypsy,
e e e e e e

Craig looked from my glove to the
face of Inez.

"Where is Mr. Jameson?" he de-

manded sternly.
"I don't know," she replied, facing

him'denantly ' "
:

"Ton do know," contradicted Craig,
forcing! her to accompany him . and
ieadlag her into her hack room; :--

Aa they entered ner boudoir, Ken-
nedy aw my foot protruding from the
blanket she had' thrown over me. He
pulled it off.

"Well!" he exclaimed, starting back,
m bf-- ,

!' His exclamation War cut short.' by
the ringing or r the-- 'lelfphdne f ell.
Ine took steir toward l '

"None of that," interrupted Ken-
nedy, stopping her. "Ton keep quiet
rn nswe x It ? flllcI" r r ? -- f' It seemed that perhaps half an hour
after h? had dlfpatched the messenger
to Inez; Wu decided toV call her up to.i' MTtfiIh;jw 9 'gptng ti
he had planned. He had asked for her
number. : As the operator gaye hm
the calt; he' heard a1 man's voice an-
swering;'. V - h:r -- 5v vy:f
? InstahUy - he : waa all snspicioh. ;He
ira'ite "to'heaf no nibr but ''quickly
hung up the recelyet,- -: Sd it'liappenpd
that Kehried- - g6t 9$m&TS?
?:?J6u hae remarkable Uce Ken-
nedy remarked at length.' te1our 'cbm-pqiur- er

is won,dejfu-Put,iou- pg ladr.
I bellere that was yourChinese friend,
Wn Fang. -- At any rate I am going to
try td nL' irK? yon think yon can
locate that callr he asked when he
finally got the operator. " f :.v:"'"

"No,.I cant locate It exactly," came
back the reply a minute later from the
girl at the telephone exchange. ' "But
it came from1 Chinatown somewhere
on Pen street, I think." :

Kennedy-thmke- d - her hung fen th
recelrer and faced Inez.. He wa4 Just
ia itme'to prerehl ner'd62txpylng Wn
message. TKere was' the "crumple!
rcts;::lla. toe it 'and' rci4'It:-v- l

-- Kennedy looked up quickly from the
ominous ; message , to Tthe , Ins?rutable
face of 'Inez.' As he considered the
note, his mind, worked' rapidly. Quite
apparently It was" Elaine against whom
the new peril was directed. But what
w's: it - that --could blind- - cert He
thbuiht Could - it
"d lu ai t :frf ?:t. '' ?'r K. ? k :y
. Craig seized tne .

' telephone "
and

called-thebedg- s koaVi-'''- v

J 5 -
.pk-- a 3. ' 1 1 f h i jet. V 'Mf f ?

:l''omf 'lafautes passed' kfter Clafne
tad tbua J'ti'e' fcandkerchlef:pyer her
eyes.t t - a e af crpposite the gypsy, but,
try as' she would, ahe could see-n- o

yisiod that the did" not herself conjure

', .MrlTennedf oafthe. telephone," arf- -

ncaacedjJecaIr-s?;.."kK':- -l

'T.T.l you taswer IL auntie f asked
Hala e. Te I) him I'll caff hlnv up a
a-fe- nl a a t e s.,,c ; ': - ''
K A"uat" vJc::ph"IniS .folidwedi Jenfiin'sa
cat and1 Veat'down 'thehall to the li-

brary",' wtere-:ch- ticked itp "the re
eelTwr T.llch -- eaniegs had left."1--

"Ci, Jlrs. Cod;?; is that your Craig
si: 1 'snxlcusly. -- 7here!ia: Elaine

a 'rypsy' here. They're sitting there
like a couaTe'"6f ninnies' waiting1 for a
Vision xf

' vp,. i

"not wttV a over her
eyes; is she"? 'Test -- Qilck tell her to

rip' it ofT yours elf quick-- 1 quick I

Aunt Joseph's 'e'kney Craig too well
toatop;t'cr ask "why 'in" great 'etclte-behtsh- e

ldro"p?'eiJ the 'telephone and .

alaaost raiTfrca th$ library: As rsh"e
ate red th'e conservatory I she"1" could

L e if the !lc ronirg Ycicfpf' th'e'gyp
sy.c'he had pulled the bandage from
her own eyes and was watching Elaine

The gypsy, was On her feet in an in
stant with an air of sneering triumph.

!Ton-yo- n criminal !" cried ; Aunt
Joshephlne. , "Help ! . Jennings, help I"

In'the' apartment 'of Inez," Kennedy
jtes now jepdeaT$Tth 1pgtnf Jp
eepnine on ine' teiepnone again. But
Tither be, ngj ttfi central ctjuld seem
to i get' any answer from the bodge
hjinSef'?-'?-

- r?-r-t :jr;- -
?-:-? rf

v Meanwhile I 'was slowly recoVering

fM8?yil hlid'ljagedift tgt
on my feet. Dszed though I stIl was,
tuld thlf"Kenedjr hd dicbi
ered something terdble, In : order to
ht8 had tneglect elBftlpnjf; ; ;

He was working the receiver up and
doFnT frittticriy sow.' tlnaiiy he liung
it npJ By. the expressldn on his face
t gaihered: that; whateYex tf was, ' he
feared th.e worst His face wrinkled
inihouhxf 1l gazed," perplexed first
at Inez, co and,defiant, then, toward
me. He seemed gresuy surprised to
see tht I was -- myself again so soon,
afterbeing laid out flat'

.."tvy alter," he asked earnestly, "dq
yqn "think' you could watch this girl
now!"
1

,
hy yes I can do it," I replied

reassuringly.
"then take this gun." he directed.

"Don't let her touch a thing and keep
ypur.eje peeled all the time. She's a
tough customer I want you. as soon
as you feel able, to take her over to
the laboratory and wait."

I nodded and he dashed out
tt e - a ' .'ia a--

tWft, HiueWtf-- r materr
asked" Elai'ne.f wondering at the sud-
denness with which the bandage had
been torn from her eyes. 'What does
it aU mean?" C

"Ton you criminal!" repeated Aunt
Josephine accusingly at the gypsy,
then turning to Elaine, "Why. Craig
called up and warned me not to let her
put anything over your eyes. I didn't
wait to hear any more. I Just ran in '

and tore the thing if."

The fake gypsy was looking eagerly
about the room, . apparently for a
means of escape. Just then Jennings
hurried in.

"Jennings," cried Aunt Josephine,
"seize that woman!" ' ";.;

As Jennings approached her. the
gypsy suddenly developed a remark-
able .strength. She gave htm a" shove
that sent him reeling. His foot caught
on ther edge of the fountain andr he
staggered a minute, unable to recover
his balance, then, with a great splash,

--fell itti The gypsy turned and fled
through the palms. Elaine and Aunt
Josephine "following her. ?
; 8he rah as far as ahe could, coming
up. to the glass wall that formed
the inner end of the conservatory,
further retreat was Impossible: 'She
Seized a little rustic chair and
dafbpd. It through the glass. Cautious-
ly, ahj' managed to make ; her way
through the' opening she had broken.

Jennings had, by this time, picked
himself out of the fountain and; drip-
ping, Joined Elaine and Aunt' Jose-
phine In the chase. Out in the garden
at last,' the .gypsjr dropped' down be--.
hind.atnltJphush..: .

At- thst - moment' a . oah "pulled . up
furiously 'before the house,' and " Ken-
nedy "leaped ut and rushed n. " The
gypsy had gained" Just "time enough
If, she had gone on Kennedy might
have seen her. :

'
. ' i: j

.Tbeotheri k trrei apparently Iook

ivf for her It ktery direction except
the Tlg'it 'bne-vVghe-

'" sa" hr'chance.
Btealthlly 'she' managed to slip but of
the garden' hi the;back? way vr ' v

. As Kennedy dashed dowti tthe hall
and Into the-llhra- rr he met' Elatnes
taaidir Marieas pate "a ghbatjAl;

"Fort? heaven's"' 1 8ake'Marle,he
pantedVhere are they iiUr
v ;"ln the conservatory, slr,-sh- e pofntr
ed. Didn't yon hear, the glass breakf?

"Glassfrhe repeated, running ahead
of her :now ?

'JCenhedy came upon Elalne,iAunt
Josephine and-- Jenninga still , vainly
searching about,' just as' they'vlbst
track" of the gypsy. ,

Xi -' v .

' "Where vdrdshe go--th- at j.rayr
asked' Jennings; : , 4 - '
. ."Hang ,the gypsy " interrupted
Cral Let her; go you missed her
anyway.' v BuV Elaine tell me-wha- i

happened t" .'- - J f' I
- Aunt" Josephine reached down and

picked up the handkerchief - she had
tornfrotnrElaine jeyes; s 'She bound
it ' over j her reyes,4 she explained"; to.

1. Kennedy examined, the handkerchief
t jntlyhe:waslooklET for

- a- -
' """ 'c"f t
Our ihauts - 1 .a1

something concealed in it and did not
finnC Perplexed, he looked Jfirst
from Elaine then to Aunt Josephine-yA.rp- '

yon looking for the gypsys
handkerchief r'- Elaine asked finally,
seeing v,hls astonishment Then';8he
stooped and-- pieced up another hand-
kerchief from, the' fir--1 "Her
Itdidn't look Very, clean, so when she
wasn't'' looking it and used
nowTfu" t

Kfnnedy v was speechless with te-H- et

. rHe ; took 'the other handkerchief
anjd rapidly ran his hand over it'At
last he came to a little hard lump in
the6em. 'He-rippe- d it open.' There
wahe little 'tube of radium! " '

"Ton're lucky he exclaimed. If
yonthi'd-ha-

d that rube over your eybs
it would have done its work in a few
minutes. Tou might not feel it for
some time, but you would have been
blinded at least In a few days, if not
honrg." v' t'" Both Elaine" and Aunt Josephine
were overcome as they thought of
the peril from which Elaine had been
so narrowly rescued. Even Kennedy
could net restrain a shudder. For
the moment he forgot even about
Inez. Then, suddenly, he recollected.

"Oh, by the way," he exclaimed.
"I've had Walter take a woman over
to thelaboratory. He must be there
by 4his time. I' wjsh that you would
get your things on and go over with
me. I think that you can help me get
something out of her. She's aa cool,
calm and calculating as a sphinx. Bet
I have a scheme that may lead us at
last up to this devilish Chinaman."

Elaine motioned to Mrie and, when
the .fiMd Tetured;: hurried- - Into- - her
coat and "hat.' : It vtn only a few tain--

utes after : Kennedy had discovered
that Elaine was safe that they atarted
from the Dodre house. V '

'i Left alone rwlth tnes,; ! began to
follow out Kennedy's InstrncUona,'

"Come. I menaced with the gun.
"Get your hat on.' X want.fonCtogo
with me. One word on the way and
Hi have yon arrested at once. Other
wise, you may get a chance.

l did not know tt at the time, but
just as we were about to start , and
were moving toward the door, the
gypsy,-- , breathless and fagged, reached
the hallway, of the apartment." She
was " about to go tfi when ' she heard
Inez and myself . going ' out She
dropped back into the convenient She-
lter which 'Kennedy had used before.
and 'when 'we i came, but .we.dld ; hot
see' anyone in ' the halt ' As we dls
appeared; she emerged and cautiously
louowed ns. - v , . t

Ut spite of my fears Ines went withy
out "a scene" to the laboratory. "Wb
entered 1, at leas,'npt todwlng that
a pair of black 'eyes' watched ,evpry
movementf" The fake gypsy eaw' hs
go Inthen hastily came out of a door
way into which ahe had slipped and
hurried downtown. -

ilt was not long after I arrived how
ever, that Kennedy and Elaine Joined
me at the" laboratory. " Kennedy hid
evidently carefully prepared justh'at
he intended to do. ' Quickly he forced
Iner into the chair .'.which he had at
ready' showik Elaineand fastened the
straps about her irms.r f 'V'"'-'?.- '

will you and Elaine go into
the; next roomT! he isked as he fin-
ished securing the womanro?:
V A;: mmeijt; latr he followed arrg-In- g

the dfal of; the sphygmbgraph He
fastened it to the concealed wires that
connected with the arms; of the chatr,
describing: to .nsj in a whisper the ac-

tion j of the strange little instrumfcat
which by blood pressure read not only
the disease of the heart, but Sven the
secret emotiona"

' :
? IWhad purposely left the 'dobr be-

tween the front and back rooms ajar,
but he djd not intend that :Inez-'shouI-

hearthis ''pxpianaOon. '?.'-5- . f' "We I know that ; Wn , Fang's head-- ,
quarters 'are pn, Pell .street .to con-cludld- .td

us In his rnufHed tone. v''Th1e
sphy'gmograph will tell us the number,
if we ask her the right questions. She
may keep silent,' but she cannot con-eea-lj

her;feelings front ' this lastrn- -

i ' Already although we did not know
It,: the gypsy had gone straight to-W- u

Fang's apartment: Wu had been get--

. .- - - 1 -

.v- f i 'i.lX -- ri'.-

v, J '

. .. ..v a jar,-.-- w r w-t.:.u r.eaouoieo tttrenguu r

ting anxious-- about his' scheme when
his : serviaht announced . that Inez's
maid was outside. .

- : n "":-

.
"JBring: her. In Immediately,: Wn

thundereC ; '
.

vv

The maid came in; frightened; blurt-
ing out what ' had happened to her
and what she" had "'seen at. the
apartment ' of her : mistress. Wn
lstenfd, his face depressing "the'; rag-
ing' fury he felt "

--Qhlck my " street clothes," he' br-der- ed

of his . servant, then, as he
Ihref ' them on, added to the gypsy.
"Wait here untU I return'

It was only a few minutes after be
had been warned by the gypsy tbaj;
Wu himself glided into the hall lead-
ing to th'e main room pf the labora-
tory. He listened a moment, then,
hearing nothing, was about to open
the door with his skeleton key. As
he started to do so, his eyes fell on
the fire escape outside.

He, reconsidered. Perhaps it would
be best to reconnoiter. Snakelike he
wormed his way up the fire escape
which led to the back room. There,
as we grouped ourself about the
sphygmograph while Kenijedy ex-

plained his plans, Wu's sinister face
gazed in at us for a moment, then
withdrew. Silently he made his way
down again to the ground.

In the back room Kennedy took his
place near the doorway, while Elaine
and I bent over the dial.

'Now, Walter he began in an as-

sumed rhetorical tone, "you remem-
ber we traced that fellow, "Wu Fang, to
Pell street. Let me see. What was
that number? One"!1"

Ho paused. I saw the needle Jump
EMziniy at the" mention ot Pell. street.

J 4-.-- ' Jr.'!; jtv ? J.-r.- ... i'

thlaii;haaYt
t "TSaTX want WKenhadyl?:

, Ths j needle ' pcarctly ;cacSlated. , H
t "ThreefbasflTiT ease slowly. J

f Inez's face, though we could hot see
It. was taaae and sat. Che ssexaed de-- J

termlned not to betray a thing. Teti
the harder ahe tried to. control the put- - j
ward uprentaa of her feaUsgV ths !

more ahe betrayed hertelt tj the ln-- j

ward blood pressure which the ancan--!
ny BttlBv Instrnaeat bcXsre , na ;. re
corded. '': ' ";.- - ' -- . .)

Aav Kennedy kept ott-eount- iag the
iadicator slowty, hnt: steadily rosei
registering' her 'suppressed emotions.
Elaine and 1 watched the dlat bending
brer It wit!' intense interest ! '' n

Outside in' the halt, Wa' had agaldj
come to the laboratory . doori. - This j

time he drew.out' his key' and softly
opened It and entered For a moment
he stood confronting Inez, alone ta the
chair.-- : Quickly-h- e raised his linger
to'fcls'Ups; Indlcatlag sflence: i

Kennedy - kept bn counting. ?As he
neared the right number Wu drew a I

revolver'' and raised It high 'oyer his j
head." Twice he shot' Into the air ft
.

- Suddenly,' Just before' the shots," the i

dial- - had unaccountably' "Jumped teni
or a dozen points. What did it meant

held it up and Kennedy looked at it ,

in "wonder. He;waa about ta take si

step toward the laboratory when the;
pistol shots rang out 1 The dial 'h4nd !

fell' back' to-aer-o! K U' b i

We rushed into the laboratory. Inez'
lay. hack in the chair, apparently dead. ;

Not V sopl wai la tht,' but 'the" hall :

door was bpenC .. 'l ikT'br'PiJ'l
--?r"Come on shouted Kennedy, hurry-- i

ing. out into the hall; a I waJ about i

to stopbefor laezi-- ) ? 4 t ? if 'j
'I'-- fallowed and Elaine came along!

gfter me, pausing at the door to watch;
ua run' down the halt '

i

"owly a"cabla?t under the labors--i
torr. tahle'back of her-swun- open,;
and-th- e vlt' murderous4 face of the j

Chinese master"' criminal appeared j

from the refuge? to which te' hadj
dropped after the shots- - which he!
had fired to frighten Inez. Silently he i

crept toward Tlae, standing- - with her
back td kitix;

"

T, ? .'
'

;
.iVith?: bnti! jdwerfar iaoTe:at hei
fwe'pt Elalas tack lata the laboratory'
and to ,the fioor "and -- slamraei'- the!
door, locking it 'Another instant' and i

he ran to Inez and unfastened her. i

She had merely fainted and was now i

coming to. r ? '.-.- -- .

- Down the hall wo had discovered no!
one when suddenly we heard the sti-

fled scream of Elaine. Back we'rushed
to the' door. -- Eat It was locked snd
Jammed ;' J- - 'i: ;""- - .J--- v

.Wu had finished releasing' Iaez by
this time sad, with her. rushed into
the backroom. Arte did so "Clilne
managed. to' get sad fol--t
low in' ln to sea )Vu eraaj the Via-- j
d&w-t-o the 'fire-escap- e with, a chair j

ihd half shove Iaez through to safety
He was about' to" fellow when at

spied the ephy-r:c2ra- ph and seized it )

That" brought hid face to face with j

Elaine. She snatched the record from
him.-- With an oath he struggled with ;

her for it, ' ."' ' :

1 Bir ' this' time " Kennedy and I :had
forced the door and were in the out (

er laboratory, : ' "
.
r - - : !

Wu had bent Elaine back over the I

table and bad drawn a long knife- - v A !

he poised 1 it over her he heard us
coming. Our shouts seemed to give '

Elaine1 redoubled strength. She broke ;

awayJust as -Wu' stabbed furiously,
and the knife point was deflected by,
thq sphygmograph;';; - r' '. - ;

- There was not an instant to lose, S

and" Wu fairly dived but "of the win !

'.'- -: .5 J--t4- - I:. t.--
j '.--

paused toreass&re himself of Elaine's I

safftyrbutrl plunged, after Wuniy j

revolver drawn. 'f.Cv :r r:j I
Wildly I shot down ' from the win j

dow at hia retreating, form.
' He had j

almost- - reached- - the ground when- - 1 1

saw hint stagger and fall the rest of)
.u way. vuv vi fiif auuia uaa uulcu

-- mm . . . v . . . '. . ?

euect, put i naa usea inem u. -

state after.'himi 'But- - isV he
slid the last twa er three :steps"intb
a hean on the ground. Inez caught hint
ia -- her-sarms. j. Half supporting,": half i
pulling.-- she 'managed to assist the
dazed . aad wounded : criminal' along.
At the curb' was a dosed car, with

waiting.' She shoved him in
and tumbled in after him herself, aa
me car movea e,Tfuiiy .fway. v .- -'

- ,
' By ' this time, ' 1 : had i reached ths i

ground and - reloaded my gun as f 1 1

ran along. I fired several snot, put.
though 1 struckthe car, I don't think
I 'did any damage, for it continued to
gain speed. --The chase was hopeless.
and I stopped, disgusted.' - ' 'r--

Back in-th-e laboratory' as I returned
through the window, I saw that' the
strtfrn had heed lop much jot Elaine.
Now thst it was "over, she had faint
ed and Kennedy wAs just bringing her
arouuo. .

"Confound him," I exclalmedV "I
l

wounded hint,' but the girt' got him '.

awsy frbmj us again." - ' j

"Oh," murmured Elaine, faintly i

catching my words, "I heard the;
shots. I was-hopin- g you had ended
it all this time."

For the moment, in his relief at see--.
ing Elaine still safe, Kennedy seemed ?

to have forgotten all about Wu. My

words recalled him.
"Never mind,' he reasscred, as he

'tapped the little sphygmograph. "Not
counting the great jujep of the indica-
tor when Inez discovered Wu before
her. it registered the highest tension i

when I mentioned No. 14 Pell street, i

We shall find his den not far from'
that."

We gathered about Craig while'
Elaine looked at him elated. ;

"Then yon have forged the last
link." she cried, seizing both his hands,
ia her' own.

Kennedy merely smiled and shook!
his head gravely.

(TO BE CONTINUED.)
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